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Standing Committee on The Albexta KHoxiitasze Savings Trzust Fund Act

Hednesday, Octobex 3, 1379

Cheirman: Mr. Peyne 130 p.m.

The first Lour of the m
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recordcd. Recording commenced gt 2:°25

MR. SIHDLINGER: . . . in terms of athletes leaving the province. It doezn't
take anything more than thinking about the fcothall teans in Alberta. I can
think about Calgary, and the young Canadians playing on the Calgary Sttheders
foothall tean: Tom Forzani, for exanple, cne ¢f the outstanding Canadia
athletes that we have, reccived hisz training in the United States. You could
go down the list of athletes in various sports and find that they've had to go
out of Canada to get their experience and training to cone back to contribute
to Albertans and Canadians. At the same tine I think you could find a list
twice as long as that of athletes who have gone from Alberta, from Canada, to
other areas, the United States, and never returned; pecple who had leadsrship
abilities and skills that could have contributed to the cultural well-being of
Alberta.

So what I'm suggssting here in th

b

i s reconnendation is that we look at an
area in Albertans' lifestyles that uires attention and nmore need. Therxe's
no question in ny nind that the leisu areas and recreational activities of
Alberta are underdeveloped. 3By encou::g ng Albertans to go to Alberta
universities and colleges and hone the }i ls in this province, I think the
population would benafit fron that uwhi lﬁ they're learning those skills and
also from their leaderzhip after theyv gradu=znte.

I have before me two calendars, one fronm the Universzity of Alberta and the
other from the University of Calgary. They list varicus szcholarships, awards,
bursarizss, grants, loans, and uvhat have yvou for things like agriculture and
forestry, economics, nathematics, sociolegy, nusic, dentisty, comna2rce,
education, engineering -- a lot in engineering -- houschold economics, law,
library science, medicine, surgery, nurzing, laboratory science, et cetera, et
cetera -- it goes on and on. There's only a very small area here for physical
education. In fact, the calendar froa the University of Calgary, although it
has asz nany awards, grants, scholarships, and bursaries =
Alberta, doesn't have any at all for physizal education o
activities.

So I'm zuggezting to vyou that peoeopls before vs have alse =ecen the need for
scholaxzhips for univerzities and ccllegez, and a lot of the areas havs been
adequately covered. Howzver, one that hasn't been coversd iz the area of
laisure and recreational activity. Thers iz a denonztrated neasd f{or
scholarzhips in that area. I uould a the connittee to conszider that when we
think about providing scholarshipz fron the heritage fund.
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MR. R. CLARK: To the Menmber for Calgary Buffalo: I have a lct of zynpathy with
the reconnmendation, but -- perhapz it's just a nmatter of terminolos
undarstand the situation, and I sure ceculd be uwreng, the Canadian

Intercollegiate Athletic Unren just laz® wenr turned down the propositicon of
scholarships for the various tecanm zportz like fooliball, heockew, and zo on. I
could bes wrong there, hon. menber, but that's nv collection fron talkirng to

them at the University of Calgary.

Secondly, are we talkxing about funding intercollegiate teams and individuals
on those teams, which I think iz intersezting, or are we in fazt talking about
designating some noney direcily in the area of physical educaticn., to give
leadership in the area of lifetinme activitiez? It scens to ne there's nct an
~auvtonatic carry-over from the intercollegiate teams to the lifetine activities
kind of thing.

MR. SINDLINGER: Two quastionz weore asked. Firzt of all, in regarzd to the
intercollegiate athletic conferencez and their governing ﬂgen:ie: in regarxd to
athletic scholarchips, athletic scholarshipz have been discuszed at great
length over the years. and they were turned down over the las
wasn't because they didn't approve in principle. They approved o
scholarships in principles; houwever, thevy were abt a loss az to uwha
mechanizsm could be put in place to handle those things. That's ¢
was turned down. The concept is there, and it has been discussed
vears in the intercollegiate bodiez. They do approve of theam in principle.

Second, in regard to the disbursement of funds, whether to tears cxr to
individuals, I would suggest that they be to the individoals wheon we want to
encourage to remain in the province to dsvelop theixr skills. Incidental te
that cuestion was the carry-over azpect from the developnent of theze skills.
Thexe's an immediate benefit from having athletes in Alberxrta pexforn in
Alberta. I would liken it to a professional spoxt like hozkey. Wa have the
professional players at the top, and then ve have semiprofezsicnal psople
playing below that level. Below that level are anateur groups. bantanm grouns,
recreational groups, young people's groups, et cetera.

You have a pyramiding effect. Because you have thiz elite group &% the top,
you have other groups below trying to enulate or simulate achievenents or
acconplishments of thoze at the top. For example, when you =zee young people
out in the streel playing hockey, youny boys out there, sone fellow will be in
goal and say, "I'm Tretiak today," and sone other fellow out there will savy,
"I'm Bobby Orr". But you don't see any of thosa bovs saying, "I want to ke
Joe Biow from Bill'z Bar and Saloon'™ or anything like that.

What I'm saying is that if w2 can pronmote . . . I gather I didn't male that
point guite as well as I would have liked to. If we can pronote elite
athletes in our country, it gives an copportunity to our youngsizrs to enulate

som=2thing, to =irive for excellence, to attempt to bz better than thay are
toda". By keeping the athletes in our province, that's one thing that would
result imnediately., In terns of carrv-over benefitls, I think the pecple
invelved in athletics do contribute once they'lrs o
their participation in sport aftex they've fi
sponsorship, organization, adninistrat o
over beonefits that lact a 1ifetine, no
also for other perople in the cport.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Pexrbaps we could have Mr. Pahl speak to his rec
which iz the fifth of the five, and then we'll come back to th
principle.
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MR. PAHL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think there'z been a zort of four and
five split., and nine nore appropriately fits in dizecucz

three. 1 would zay that it alzo tends to breznr ints tud parts, and I vwill
speak more to the firzt part than to the c2cond. If you will, I'1l use the
parallel that the first part really addrezzes 1tself to an invesinent in

sicn with the firzt

Alberta's natural resources and the cpportunitiss to exploit those resources,
the zecond part being an investment in the human rezcurce.

I think the concerntration ¢f the other thres recomnmendatiens would tend to
support an investrment in thoze hurman resources. That is part of mine. But
the central, zort of unigque element of the recomnendation I've tried to
fornulate is to draw a parallel to the medical resecarch fund bheing put in
place, where an ongoing amount of noney can be nade available to undertake
research into the physical sciences. The inmediate paraliel that comnes to
mind is the oil =sands resecarch. I understand the Alberta 0il Sands Technology
and Research Authority funding is5 really of a cne-chot variety. I think it
has a lifetine of pxrobably 10 to 15 vears, but I would be very surprised if
that research would find all there is to know in that period of time. Also,
therxe is a need for co3l gazification, becawze w2 have morz energy in our coal
than in all other energy resources in Alberta put tcgether.

So we have a ctrength thers that we should be building on with an ongoing
research endoument. I think now i3 the tinme to put together the autoneonous
ongoing cazh flou or funding to support that recearch on a long-term bazis.
It would also address thes need for having sonewhere for the people we invest
in in terns of education to go and work once they have acquired those skills
through the use of the scholarship fundz that have besen preoposed by the otherx
reconnendations,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Questions of Mr. Pahl? If not, perhaps I could try to sunmarize
the discusszion to date. e have before us five recommendations that deal with
the principle or concest of use of heritage funds for schelarzships. In
addition, two of thoze five reconmendations advocate as well the uze of
heritage funds for ongoing research. I would te interested in hearing from
the comnittee comments to the principle, the concept of the use of heritage
funds for scholarchips, fellowszhips, and rezearch, particularly as described
in these five recommendations; that is to say, we've had specific references
to the physical sciences, to recreation grants, and s0 on. It nay develop
that it's too difficult to try to reach a consensus on all five. and indeed to
cone up with a recommendation that satisfies the needs of all five. But I
certainly welcome conmnittee discussion on that point.

MR. SINDLINGER: Mr. Chairman, there's no doubt in ny nind that scholarchips
fall within the purview of the Alberta Heritage Savingz Trust Fund. If we
look at Section 6, which gives the objectives ¢f the Act, cne of then is "long
tern econcnic or social benefits to the people of Alkerta”™. I don't see how
we can doubt that investment in our nost imporiant rezource, young people, can
fail to neet those cbjectives. Certainly there are immadiate econonic and
social benefits, and there are long-term benefits as uwell fron the
contributicn those people will nake to the province aftar they acquire the
skills uwhich we feel they would get from pursuing thesse mcholastic activities.
Again, I don't know that we'd have to debate that very lcna. It's quite clear
to ne that there are economic or zocial bkenefiis accruing fron scholarships.

MR. BRADLEY: Mr. Chairman, I'm very nuch in faver of the principle of setting
up an endounent for scholarchips. I think it should be fairly broad-based and
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include undergraduate scholarships and poztgraduate
postsecondary institutions such a3z the technical insz
parts. One is the zcholarship progron, and the secon
research funding as cuggested by Mz, Pahl and, to a grea
Mr. Musgreave's suggestion. There night be two zeparate r
conme out, one being a scholarship endounent and the s2cond a resca:ch
endouwnent related to phyzical sciences and zonme of t
Musgreave was suggesting.

o our other
era are two

n
believe, in
ions that

MR. HOTLEY: What I was going to say has basically been said. Therxe's clearly
no question that an investnent from the fund in schelorzhips and xecze

funding is appropriate. I would certainly support it. The question of how we
do it, and how ruch, of courze., is a little more tricky iszsue.

It seens to me that we can really break up -- just to folleuw wha® was said
-- the scholarszhip end of it into two areas. There is the undargraduate
gquestion. That's one thing we have to take a leok at and address. Then there
is th2 question of the scholarships in postgraduate instituticns here and
especially outszide the country. That is a very inportant ac

h
.

pact ¢f it too.
So I would really see those two being zlightly different. There are probably
three areas we're lookXing at now: the undergraduate, which is the azcezs cf
voung people into the postsecondarv institution; seceondly, the queziion of the
gaining of expertise by sending people to other univerzities to gain
postgraduate degrees; and then there's the question of rezearch funding, sore
of which will be done elzewhere, much of wvhich would be done in our own

institutions.

R. KHAAK: Mr. Chairman, I think I @gree with Mr. Hotley's divis

three areas. Just to re-emphasize the purpoz= of ry reccnmendation, it'
lMrx. Notley correctly interpreted it. It really is to brinz e

not prezently have, cr not sufficient -- to brzing it back hone, to have our
citizens obtain it at leading universzities in the world and bring it back, as
cpposad to -- although I don't disagree with the concept of naking
schelarships available for undergraduates, that wazn't the intent ¢f ny own
proposal.

MR. R. CLARK: The only uzeful connent I would add i3 that I had rathe
expected we wouvld look at the recemnendations as far as rescarch funding iz
concerned. This is the hard research, if I night use that term, involved in
sene of the suggestions by PMr. Pahl and HMr. Muzgreave. I wculd sez that
coning rather within the confines of zone sort of Alberta science palicy.  But
I have no objection to discusszing it hare. That's fair ball. It night be
very appropriately discuszsed aftar we hear ci
ca

weel on thiz whole question of diverszifi

}4.

frcn the Provincial Treazurer next
io

c
tion.
MR. KHAAK: In light of Mxr. Clark's conmment, perhaps it would be apgropriats to
divide it into two: the graduate scholarzhip endoument fund, and as a se
point discusz undergraduate funding for a different purpose; that iz, t
increase the azcess of students to postsecondary institutions. I don't know
if Mr. Musgreuve would agree to . . . I don't know if there's a uvaw of
changing "univcrsi*y" to "postcecondary™ in the second decisicon, buet that
would b2 one possibility.

MR. R. CLARK: If I
i

ght just respond to that suggestion, I Cﬂrta‘w‘y think
the cnir i

ni
t of core of the recormendations iz that thi
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universitiez; this should be pestzecondary educational institutions, including
MAIT, SAIT, the college=, and the universities. And it chouldn't bz for just

undergraduates: it chould be for pzople invelved in postgraduate work.

There's a diztinction between postgraduate work, as working toward one's M.AL,
as oppesed to what I would call rather hazder reszearch uork fron the

standpeint of the new techniques and technology that have keen rzferred to.

MR. CHAIRMAH: I senze that to thiz peint the connittee is
notion in principle of the expenditures or use of héritage £ s

scholarship and fellowship types of progranmz. Several neabers have, guite
correctly in ny vieuw, obzerved that perhaps w2'd be well advissd to address
the question of endounent funding fcr research as a sepazate matter. Do I
have agreenent on that? Can I then have a suggestion -- I'n certainly looking
for one -~ as to how we can formulate or draft a recomnendation that
incorporates the views the committee has expressed today, relative to
scholarship and fellowship programs for both undergraduate and postgraduate
levels? The reason I ask that question, of ceurse, is that none of the five
reconnendations we have discussed today does tha*. So uve need either zsone
Yind of distillation of those five, without the reszearch conponent, or a new
recomnendation to be drafted. Could I have zorne commiites conn

dilenna I face?

ent on that

MR. MOTLEY: I don't think it would be a very wize nove for 15 of uvs to try to
draft the distillation. Parhaps if we agree upcn the principle we could
strike a subcormittee of Mr. Clark, Mr. Knaak, and you to drafti the
resolution, bearing in mind the discuzsicn. 1t scems +o ne the only other
thing we really have to discuss here —-- hecause as I sav, it wzuld be
fruitless for us collectively to try to draft a resolutien -- the cne area
where we do have to give some attention before consigning it to the
subconnittee 15 the anmount. Mr. Xnaak hasz suggezted $30 aiilien, lMr. Clark

S=RON W
$100 million: we had IMr. Mucgreave saving up to $500 nillion. It seems to ne
that that is the one area that we should try to r»2ach scne conszensus on. Once
ue reach consensus on the amcunt -- or perhaps we may even checose not to put

in an anount, but to accept the principle. Perscnally I vouid lean toward

that view. Then I think we should conszign it to a subcoznittee to develcp the
resolution.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. HNHotley, would it net be feasible to have this subcoanittee
address their minds, on a separats occasicn, to the question of whether or not
an anount should be there, and bring that reconnendation back te us., rather
than prolong the discussion?

HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

MR. CHAIRIMAN: Ckay, we have agreenent then on iir. Notley's nction to the
effect that Mr. Clark and Mr. Knaak, along with the chairnan, will conmprise

i
the cubceonmnittee which will draft a recomnendaticn relative to the scholarship
discussion va've had today.

MR. R. CLARX: Hot that I'd like to change the balance at all
helpful to have the Monber for Calgary Buffalo on the conmnit
sense his feelingz in this area ray ba closer to mine t
Ednonton khitenud.
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MR. CHAIRMAM: Are you suggesting Mr. Sindlinger 23 an alternative or as an
additional nenber?

MP. R. CLARK: As an additional member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Any discuzszsion on Mr. Clark's suggestion of an additicnal nerber
in the form of Mz. Sindlingex?

HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

MR. CHAIRMAN: May I ask the subconmittee, if they don't mind —-- could they
meet over the balance of the day, while I'm enhreiled in the hz2rculean task of
putting all thisz together in a binder for you by tomorrow meorning?

SOME HON. MEMBERS5: Agreed.

MR. CHAIRMAM: Great. I wonder if I could then aszk for an adjournment notion
so that I could devote myzelf, along with our research staff, to theze other
chores for the balance of the day, and then we'll reccocnvene at 9 o'clock
tonorrow morning, by which time I would hope to have a conple

the recormnendations.

te conpilation of

MR. PAHL: Mr. Chairman, I'n glad we established an accord on the szholarship
element, but that leaves unhandled the zezearch one. lould it be agreecable to
the cornittee if a subconnittee of one redrafted a rezormendation with respect
to research in the physical sciences?

MR. CHAIRMAH: Any conments on Mr. Pahl's svggestion?

MR. APPLEDBY: IMr. Chairman, I wonder if that could not be delegated te the sane
comniittee for drafting of a resolution.

MR. NOTLEY: It seenz to me that it night be uzeful if we could hold that

proposal in abeyance until Tuesday., because we are going to be talking to the
Provincial Treasurecr, and one of thes subjects
policy and vhere. It might b2 useful if we ho

iz obviously vhither o science
2 1
discussion with the Provincial Treasurer.

d thait until after our
MR. CHAIRMAN: Do I have agreenent?

HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

MR. CHAIRMAN:® Okay. An adjournnent motion, please. Mr. Pahl and Mr. Appleby.
Thank vou.

The meeting adjourned at 2745 p.m.



